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Total Signature of marker 

 

PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT YOU WRITE THE ANSWER TO ALL OF THE 

QUESTIONS IN THIS EXAM IN THE ATTACHED ANSWER GRID.  PUT A CROSS 

IN THE APPROPRIATE BOX.  CHOOSE ONLY ONE ANSWER FOR EACH 

QUESTION. 

   A           B           C           D 

   

 

 

 

PART ONE – GRAMMAR (Total: 15 points) 

Choose the answer which best fits the sentence. 

                                                          
1. By the time Mick came home, the film ____. 

    A. has begun       B. had begun       C. will begin       D. started 

 

2. The result of the experiment is independent ____ the temperature, but dependent ____ the  

    speed of the reaction. 

    A. on; on       B. of; of       C. of; on       D. about; on 

 

3. I believe the new film is worth _____. 

    A. to see       B. seeing       C. to have seen       D. having seen 

 

4. Once you ___ reading this book, just let me know. 

    A. will finish       B. are going to finish       C. have finished       D. will have finished   

 

5. I’d like to tell you something _____ is very interesting 

    A. what       B. whatever       C. whom       D. that   

 

6. I know it is late, but please ____ sit down and wait for the bus to come. 

    A. shall       B. can       C. do       D. will  

 

7. Visiting ___ British Isles and ____ Rocky Mountains is my dream. 

    A. the; the       B. --; --       C. the; --       D. --; the 

 

8. Next month, I ____ here for 30 years. 

    A. will live       B. will be living       C. am going to live       D. will have lived    

 

9. Nothing can happen, ____? 

    A. can anything        B. cannot it       C. can it       D. can’t they 

 

10. My daughter ____ her keys. It is very annoying. 

      A. always is losing       B. is always losing       C. loses always       D. always looses 
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11. Mick suggested _____ to work. 

      A. going       B. me to go       C. to go       D. for me going 

 

12. Lunch is usually served in the dining room, but today it ____ in the living room. 

      A. is being served       B. is served       C. serves       D. is being serving 

 

13. Liz is not ___ as Jim, but she’s much smarter ____ him. 

      A. so taller; then       B. so tall; then       C. as taller; than       D. as tall; than   

 

14. You wouldn’t have crashed if you ____ where you were going. 

      A. had looked       B. looked       C. would have looked       D. would look 

 

15. I bought ____ biscuits. 

      A. fantastic wafer pink       B. fantastic pink wafer  

      C. pink fantastic wafer     D. wafer fantastic pink 
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Are League Tables the Best Guide when Picking an MBA? 

(Adapted from an article by Liz Lightfoot, The Guardian, 23 January 2013) 

 

Anyone who thinks university league tables are elitist should take a close look at business 

schools. The hubris surrounding the Russell Group of leading universities in the UK pales in 

comparison to the fuss over the global business school rankings. 

 

Stanford, Harvard, Wharton and MIT in the United States; London Business School, Said 

Oxford, Judge Cambridge and Warwick in the UK; INSEAD in France; IE and IESE in Spain; 

and IMD in Switzerland all jockey for position at the top of the world rankings along with a 

handful of others. They are expensive, top-end schools that sprinkle their brands on those 

clever, confident and rich enough to join them. 

 

Like it or not, the rankings matter, at least to the schools themselves and to the corporations 

and consultancies that fight over their alumni. London's Cass Business School writes to 

alumni with the results of each table. When it took a very slight tumble in one of them two 

years ago, Cass assured its graduates the matter was being addressed. 

 

It's an inexact science, however, because the tables favour different factors. The Financial 

Times's Global MBA Rankings bases 40% of its weighting on pre- and post-MBA salaries, 

Business Week emphasises student satisfaction and The Economist includes new career 

opportunities. 

 

Recruiters seem to agree that the school can add or detract from the value of an MBA. But 

they also say that beyond the stardust names, employers will be bothered less with the school 

an applicant attended than with the knowledge, skills and experience it gave them. 

League tables tell you little about things that could make a big difference, such as the amount 

of group work, links with employers in sectors that interest you, opportunities for work 

experience and staff with recent and relevant experience, says Gary Rees, leader of the MBA 

programme at Portsmouth Business School. 

 

Several international bodies, including the Association of MBAs (AMBA) in the UK, accredit 

courses, giving a stamp of approval for the teaching and facilities. 

 

Business schools are good at marketing so prospective students should do their best to get 

beneath the blurb, says Andrew Crisp. And he should know. A co-founder of CarringtonCrisp, 

the higher education marketing specialists, he advises schools on their branding. 

 

"Students must go beyond the marketing and use social media to track down alumni," he says. 

"The school should be able to put you in touch with alumni as well and its careers service will 

be able to give you an idea of the employers that recruit from them," he says. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/profile/liz-lightfoot
http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/mbas
http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/students
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PART TWO – READING COMPREHENSION (Total: 15 points) 

Read the two texts carefully and answer the questions that follow by putting a cross in 

the appropriate box in the answer grid. 

 

TEXT ONE 

Read the article “Are League Tables the Best Guide when Picking an MBA?” and 

choose the answer which best fits the text: A, B, C or D.  Choose only one answer for 

each question. 
 

 

16. According to the text, global business school rankings 

A. used to be considered elitist in the United Kingdom. 

B. cause, in fact, more excitement than the Russell Group.  

C. seem to be less important than the Russell Group. 

D. are, as a matter of fact, hardly a cause of fuss or elitism. 

 

17. INSEAD is an example of 

A. a school which is mainly attended by wealthy students. 

B. a world ranking of both intelligent and rich students. 

C. a position favoured by all the best ranking jockeys. 

D. an average French school for rich and clever students. 

 

18. According to the text, the rankings 

A. matter to the schools themselves the least. 

B. make the corporations fight with alumni. 

C. are important for certain institutions. 

D. matter to the last fighting schools. 

 

19. According to Mr. Rees, league tables 

A. provide insufficient information about certain relatively important aspects. 

B. enable you to be in contact with employers in sectors that are interesting. 

C. clarify the amount of group work, which could make a big difference. 

D. will give you opportunities for work experience and experienced staff. 

 

20. Talking about business schools, Mr. Crisp believes,  

A. in fact, higher education specialists should advise them on their branding. 

B. future students must be able to use social media and be very good at marketing. 

C. potential students should not rely only on information from their advertisements. 

D. prospective students can be taught a lot about marketing as well as social media. 

 

21. The word "its" in the last paragraph of the text refers to 

A. media. 

B. the school. 

C. touch. 

D. alumni. 

 

22. The overall aim of the text is to 

A. give advice on how to add to the value of an MBA. 

B. compare university league tables and business school rankings in Europe. 

C. help students find stardust employers. 

D. question the significance of league tables when selecting an MBA.  
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TEXT TWO 

Read the article “Kennedy Arts Center Unveils Plans For Expansion” and choose the 

answer which best fits the text: A, B, C or D.  Choose only one answer for each question. 

 

 

Kennedy Arts Center Unveils Plans For Expansion 

(The New York Times, 29 January 2013) 

 

More than a decade ago, in the boom years, the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing 

Arts in Washington was one of the many cultural institutions for (23)_______ ambitious 

expansions were envisioned. 

Now, eight years later, the center has unveiled a more (24)_______ $100 million plan, 

designed by Steven Holl, that will give the institution rehearsal and education space. The 

money is being (25)_______ privately, and half has been donated by the center’s chairman, 

David M. Rubenstein. The center plans to break ground in 2016 and complete the project in 

2018. 

(26)_______ the Kennedy Center has 1.5 million square feet of space, it opened to the public 

in 1971 without rehearsal or classroom space and with only one office. “We educate 11 

million children a year, and we don’t have a classroom,” said Michael M. Kaiser, the center’s 

president. The Kennedy Center also needs work space for its training of arts, and it needs 

large rehearsal space for opera and ballet. 

The Kennedy Center hopes to (27)_______ audiences with an outdoor stage and gardens 

(28)_______ people can see a free performance, eat at a new restaurant or picnic by the 

Potomac. One pavilion will (29)_______ on the Potomac and include an outdoor stage. The 

exteriors will use translucent Okalux, an insulating glass that diffuses light. To avoid 

interrupting the (30)_______ center’s silhouette the new structure will connect to it 

underground and via the main plaza. 

 

23.  A.    whose  B.    that  C.    whom  D.    which 

24.  A.    budget  B.    shy     C.    modest  D.    attempted 

25.  A.    arisen  B.    raised  C.    risen  D.    aroused 

26.  A.    Although  B.    Despite  C.    However  D.    In spite of 

27.  A.    lure  B.    bait  C.    cast  D.    angle 

28.  A.     there  B.    where  C.     that  D.     which 

29.  A.     flow  B.    elevate  C.     float  D.     wave 

30.  A.     now  B.    actual  C.     topical  D.     current 
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PART THREE – LINGUISTIC TEST  (Total: 10 points) 
 

1. Briefly explain the meaning of the expression in bold without using any of the words given in the 

sentence [1 point]:  

Example: Vaclav Neckar has recently made a successful comeback. = return on the scene 

 

The last Bond film did not really live up to my expectations. = 

 

2. Which noun can you add to all four words to form new single-word nouns or two-word nouns? Write 

all four new words [2 points]. 

Example: hand, kit, pipes, sleeping  BAG – handbag, kitbag, bagpipes, sleeping bag 

 

hanger, over, rain, waist 

battle, friend, space, wreck 

 

3.  Find one word which fits all three gaps and complete the following sentences [1.5 point]: 

Example:   a) At the next traffic lights take a left TURN. 

b) When you said you didn’t want to come, why did you eventually TURN up? 

c) The radio is too loud, could you TURN it down please? 

  

a) The children’s book is beautifully illustrated in full ________________. 

b) She is so easily embarrassed that she is likely to _______________ up at the mere mention of her name. 

c) The _________________ scheme will help you choose the best paint for your room. 

 

4. For the adjective below give a related noun; for the noun below give a related verb [1 point]: 

Example: tender  TENDERNESS 

argument  ARGUE 

 

WISE 

EMPTINESS 

 

5. One word in the sentence below rhymes with, or sounds similar to, one of the words in brackets. 

Underline both the matching words [1 point]: 

Example: Peter can show you a good pub with live music. (five/give) 

 

Lead water piping proved to be a health risk and was replaced by plastic piping. (head/deed) 

 

6. Which thing is used to [0.5 point]: Example: cut a hedge?  SHEARS 

 

look at distant objects?   

 

 

7. Name one more piece of equipment (NOT a piece of clothing) that is used for the sport below [0.5 

point]: Example: GOLF – clubs + ball 

 

SKIING – skis + 

 

8. What is the meaning of the capitalised word? Circle the correct answer [0.5 point]: 

 

She BEAMED at her child. 

A/ shouted  B/ screamed  C/ smiled 

 

9. Rewrite the following to form a grammatically-correct sentence without changing the original meaning. 

Use the word in brackets [1 point]: Example: I very much enjoyed the film. (LOVE) – I loved the film. 

 

Beer makes me feel sick. (FIND) –  

 

10. Demonstrate two different meanings of the following homonym by using it in two separate sentences [1 

point]: 

BANK 


